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YOSEMITE CHAPTER ICC

Meeting Minutes

February 19, 2009
Meeting called to order at 11:40 by Chapter President, Al Silva, City of Los Banos 

Introductions 

Program:

Dillon Collins, Senior Air Quality Inspector from SJVAPCD provided a power point presentation regarding Evaporative Vapor Recovery (EVR) systems.  Such systems ensure that control measures are implemented for the EVR Phase II dispensing side of fueling stations as a result of the Federal Clean Air Act.  A lot of the equipment in the State was not meeting the pollution level limitations as specified prior to the implementation of the Phase II program.  Hence, a State Implementation Plan was put into place to address the problem.  For example, only 3.4 pounds of gasoline vapor for each 1000 gallons of gasoline transferred is now being exhausted into the atmosphere under the new program.  Also, the systems are now 95% efficient.  In addition, an In-Station Diagnostic (ISD) is the corresponding software that is required to be installed with each EVR upgrade.  The ISD is designed to monitor the collection and containment of vapors.  As such, alarms will sound with the detection of leaks.  If the alarms and leaks are not properly addressed, the system will shut down.  

As of April 1, 2009, all gas stations throughout the State are to have an approved Phase II certified EVR system.  According to Mr. Collins, there are approximately 700 stations that have not applied to upgrade within the San Joaquin Valley.  It does not appear that the State is going to provide any relaxation of the deadline, although many gas station owners cannot even get bank loans given the economy to perform the required work.  Building Inspectors can ask for a copy of ‘authority to construct’ from the permit applicant that was issued by the SJVAPCD.  The low voltage wiring installed in conjunction with an EVR system is typically considered ‘intrinsically safe’.  However, it is only ‘safe’ if it is installed correctly.  All jurisdictions polled do not require corresponding accessibility upgrades based on the valuation of work completed. 

Minutes:  December 2008 minutes; motion made to approve, second and ratified by the members after Mike Bettencourt from Simpson provided a correction to amend the minutes that specified IAPMO as an additional agency to provide evaluation services for Simpson products.

Treasurer’s Report: 

Treasurer’s report will be e-mailed out to the membership before the next meeting.

Correspondence:
Bob Sparks, a Technical Field Representative from Uponor, provided information related to the product approval and installation of PEX products.  Product identification for PEX tubing will include the typical 876-08 designation with an additional four-digit numerical suffix reflecting the percentage of time that water can recirculate through the tubing related to the conveyance of hot water.  1006 = 25%, 3006 = 50% and 5006 = 100% of the time.  Hence, 876-08 5006 is a tubing one doesn’t typically have to worry about.  Mr. Sparks indicated that Uponor is in the process of building a full document of all the requirements.  Currently, we can get the report from Mr. Sparks.  His contact information is bob.sparks@uponor-usa.com.

Committee Reports:

Legislative:  Greg Adams

Check out Legislative bills at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html  

Education:   Mike Brinkman

ICC Chapter Benefit Day has been replaced by ICC with a free webinar due to difficult economic times.  The survey results for topics desired by the Chapter are as follows:  1st:  Mixed Occupancies, 2nd:  Means of Egress and 3rd: E & I Occupancies.

Richard Graves will keep Chapter website http://www.yosemitechapter-icc.org updated for training opportunities.

Disaster Preparedness: Scott Wungluck, 

     Scholarship: Scott Wungluck, 

CALBO:   Richard Graves attended CALBO in Monterey.  He reported it was lightly attended.  He especially appreciated the State Laws class wherein he received a compilation of laws that the State has required Building Departments to enforce.  The CSLB is in the process of changing the punitive laws related to contractors performing work without the benefit of a permit.  The proposed change  for first violation will result in a $2500 fine.  The second violation will result in a revocation or suspension of license.  Building Departments can turn in contractors who violate such laws. 
HCD:  
CSLB:  Karen Nicely, 

ICC:  Al Silva announced that ICC is looking for volunteers to serve on their committees.  Mark Pereida announced that ICC has layed off a number of employees.  Hence, if you need to renew a certification, the recommendation is do not procrastinate because it will take much longer to process the renewal. 
 

Chapter Bylaws:  
Code Interpretation:   Mike Petersen

Mike Petersen was appointed as the new chair to this committee.  Mike would like to have all interested members attend the next committee meeting at 10:00 a.m. at the SOS Club immediately preceding our next Chapter meeting for the development of Chapter uniformity related to the interpretation of codes.  Are there any particular code issues you’d like to see addressed?  Come one and all!

SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

Soils Report:  
Richard Graves

The membership has appreciated Richard Graves and all the work he has accomplished thus far in the efforts of providing a guideline for the Chapter to use in relation to the requirement for a soils report for residential accessory buildings, private swimming pools, carports, patios, additions and agricultural buildings.  It was recommended at a previous Chapter meeting to determine if the IRC had any guidelines related to the requirements of soils reports so that such a guideline could give the Chapter further direction.  Chapter 4 of the IRC provides language that gives the Building Official latitude to determine if a soils report should be required or not.  Hence, the guidelines that have been developed by Richard provide a solid footing for jurisdictions to allow a lesser standard than the CBC is mandating for said structures.  (No pun intended)  
Website:
Richard Graves
Richard requested that he receive a meeting agenda and minutes of the previous meeting for posting so that the membership can be appraised of the forward progress and developments within the organization.  

Community Project:

Nominations:  
 
Golf Tournament:  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Vacant positions for the Board of Director s were filled.  Dennis Wister, Past President, Mark Pereida, Mike Brinkman, Richard Graves and Tom Ushing volunteered to serve.

CALBO has requested the Yosemite Chapter to consider hosting a future ABM.  Scott Wungluck suggested we speak with Mark Ellis to gain insight as to what this might involve.  (Mark had to leave the meeting early)  Hence, the Chapter intends to hear from Mark at our next meeting. 

Al Silva spoke to the subject of augmenting the membership. Special efforts to gain Industry representatives are being made.  Due to the recognition of difficult economic times had by all, the annual membership fee has been reduced from $70.00 to $50.00, which will be subsidized by the Chapter.  The cost for the monthly lunch meeting has been reduced from $20.00 to $10.00, this, too, being subsidized by the Chapter.  Each meeting a raffle gift with the approximate value of $50.00 will be given away.  Home Depot gift cards or green fees are two likely gifts that the Chapter will provide to increase interest in membership.  The Chapter will develop programs to be tailored to the needs and desires of the Chapter.  Hence, it is important for members to contact Al Silva so that the officers can work toward providing meetings that truly satisfy and meet the needs of our membership.  Open forums will be provided so that open and lively discussions and questions that members of the Chapter have can be answered.  Input was requested from the membership regarding topics that they would like to consider.

Richard Graves provided to membership a spreadsheet that justifies a Building Department’s existence.  The spreadsheet demonstrates how the County of Merced is appropriately funded to meet all of the various State Health and Safety Codes.  This can be used by any jurisdiction where a jurisdiction is being financially ‘squeezed’, thus disabling it to meet its legal obligations.  Also, Richard provided a copy of the state law that requires that all building permit and plan check fees should be limited to the use of the Building Department.  The law does not approve any other use of such funding. 

Old Business:   
Kevin Jorgensen had polled the membership in a past meeting to determine if jurisdictions require special inspection for suspended ceilings.  The answer was that the majority of jurisdictions did NOT require such special inspections.  However, it has come to light that suspension wires installed in concrete/masonry walls or decks have a considerable failure rates.  Hence, it was recommended to the Chapter to request special inspection for such applications. 

Open Forum:

Kevin Jorgensen polled the membership to determine if the local jurisdictions require the OLTG energy forms for outside signs.  It appeared that about half of the jurisdictions present do require such forms.

Announcements: 
Mark Ellis has requested OSHPD to provide training for local jurisdictions with respect to requirements of OSHPD project certification for all projects requiring OSHPD 3 certification.  Current certification language states that the project meets ALL OSHPD requirements.  Do these requirements include codes or regulations beyond the 2007 California Codes, for example, Health and Safety Codes?  Do any of the jurisdictions have questions related to such training?  Send these to Mark Ellis.  It is not likely that there will be any fees associated with the training.  Mark will get back to the chapter regarding details.  Strong local support was demonstrated.

Tom Ushing is the new Building Official for San Joaquin County.

Mike Hosier has provided an open invitation to all parties interested in learning about the California Electrical Code for an on-going class held every Tuesday evening from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 245 North Union in Manteca.  There is no charge for this class.

The City of Manteca is also hosting a class about energy on March 4, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  There is no charge for the class.  Continental breakfast will be served.  If you have further questions, please contact Mike Hosier with the City of Manteca.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:17  pm 

NEXT MEETING – Thursday, March 19, 2009 at the SOS Club in Modesto
Respectfully submitted,
Kevin Jorgensen
Secretary for Yosemite Chapter ICC

