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Legislation updates of interest to Building Departments

The deadline for introducing new legislation for the second year of the 2007-2008 sessions was February 22, 2008.  The following new bills will have impact on building codes and building departments if passed.

AB 2529: Buildings: Access. – This bill proposes to require the State Architect to post all fees relating to the Certified Access Specialist Program (CASp) established by the DSA and on their website.  The CASp enacted by SB 263 (Chapter 872/Statutes of 2003) requires implementing regulations that are still not adopted.  This may be a spot bill with amendments to occur later in the session.
AB 2554: Housing: Local Enforcement. – This bill proposes to extend the time for HCD to assume enforcement responsibilities when a local government surrenders enforcement of the Employee Housing Act, the Mobilehome Park Act, and the Special Occupancy Parks Act, from 30 days to 120 days.  The bill would also provide for repayment of fees collected by the local authorities under the relinquished authority.

AB 2939: Building Standards: green buildings. – This bill, amended March 24, 2008, would specifically authorize a city or county to make changes or modifications in the building standards proposed by HCD and approved by BSC, which would permit the city or county to implement specified green building guidelines and scoring systems.  These changes or modifications cannot be less stringent than those permitted under existing law.
SB 1473: Building Standards: green buildings. – This bill would revise the definition of “building standard” in existing law to include sustainable building standards and green building standards, as defined in the bill.  The bill also would require each city or county to collect a fee from any applicant for a building permit, assessed at the rate of $4 per $100,000 in valuation.  These fees would be put into a Building Standards Administration Special Revolving Fund, to cover the cost of the Building Standards Commission’s work to carryout the mandates of law with emphasis on green building standards.
