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AB 49 (Gatto) – Request for Comment
As Introduced on December 6, 2010

AB 49, by Assembly Member Mike Gatto, would, among other things, require the Office of Permit Assistance within the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research to provide information to developers explaining the permit approval process at the state and local levels, or assisting them in meeting statutory environmental quality requirements, and would prohibit the office or the state from incurring any liability as a result of the provision of this assistance. The bill would require the office to assist state and local agencies in streamlining the permit approval process, and an applicant in identifying any permit required by a state agency for the proposed project.

AB 49 is currently awaiting committee assignment. 


 New Legislation Seeks to Cap Public Employee Retirement Benefits

AB 89 (Hill) – Pending
As Introduced on January 6, 2011

AB 89, by Assembly Member Jerry Hill, would place a limit on the amount of annual salary, compensation or payrate used to determine the retirement benefits for members of public retirement systems. The limit may not exceed the amount prescribed in Internal Revenue Service Code 401(a) 17, which places an annual maximum on total compensation used to determine retirement benefits for public retirement plan members hired after 1996. This amount is currently $245,000.

AB 89 is awaiting assignment to a policy committee. 


 
Housing

AB 129 (Beall) – Support
As Introduced on January 11, 2011

AB 129, by Assembly Member Jim Beall, would authorize a city or county to specially assess any fines or penalties not paid after demand by the city or county against the owner of real property whom owes fines or penalties. The fines and penalties may be collected at the same time and in the same manner as regular county taxes thereby avoiding additional time consuming and costly new procedures. Finally, the measure would also authorize a local agency to appoint a hearing officer to hear and decide issues regarding ordinance violations and the imposition of administrative fines and penalties.

AB 129 is similar to Assembly Member Beall’s AB 2613 from 2010. 
The measure is awaiting committee assignment. 


 SB 16, by Senator Michael Rubio, states the intent of the Legislature to establish a new program to ease and expedite the state permitting process for renewable energy and transmission projects within the State.


Wages and Retirement
SB 27 (Simitian) – Pending
As Introduced on December 6, 2010

SB 27, by Senator Joseph Simitian, is a reintroduction of SB 1425, which was vetoed by Governor Schwarzenegger in September. The bill amends the Public Employees Retirement Law and the State Teacher’s Retirement System law to limit those items that can be included in the calculation of final compensation for the purpose of prohibiting pension spiking; the bill also prohibits members who retire from public pension systems on or after January 1, 2013 from providing services to an employer covered by a state or local retirement system until the retiree has had a bona fide separation from service for at least six months. 

SB 27 is awaiting assignment to a Senate policy committee.
Fire Sprinklers – Single Family Residents
SB 726 (Berryhill – La Malfa) – Pending
As Introduced on February 18, 2011

SB 726, by Senator Berryhill, states: Notwithstanding any other provision of law, until

January 1, 2014, a county may, by ordinance or resolution, opt not to be subject to a regulation published in the California Building Standards Code requiring the installation of a fire sprinkler system in a single-family residential dwelling.

See these bills at the Legislative website www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html. 

