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ASSEMBLY & SENATE BILLS



ASSEMBLY BILLS
AB 19 (Fong) 
Amended on 4/15/2011
Requires water submetering on multiunit structures.  Specifically,  this bill requires that multiunit residential structures or mixed use residential and commercial structures that apply for water connections after January 1, 2014, have, as a condition of new water service, submeters that measure the water supplied to each individual dwelling unit.



AB 49 (Gatto) 
Amended 3/24/2011

AB 49, by Assembly Member Mike Gatto, would, among other things, require the Office of Permit Assistance within the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research to provide information to developers explaining the permit approval process at the state and local levels, or assisting them in meeting statutory environmental quality requirements, and would prohibit the office or the state from incurring any liability as a result of the provision of this assistance. The bill would require the office to assist state and local agencies in streamlining the permit approval process, and an applicant in identifying any permit required by a state agency for the proposed project.  AB 49 is currently awaiting committee assignment. 

AB 85 (Mendoza) – Amended
Amended 5/10/2011

AB 85 Requires both new construction and modernization projects for school facilities submitted to the Division of the State Architect, as well as construction plans for community college facilities submitted to the Department of General Services, to include locks that allow doors to be locked from the inside. 


AB 89 (Hill) – Amended
As Introduced on 6/23/2011

AB 89, by Assembly Member Jerry Hill, would place a limit on the amount of annual salary, compensation or pay rate used to determine the retirement benefits for members of public retirement systems. The limit may not exceed the amount prescribed in Internal Revenue Service Code 401(a) 17, which places an annual maximum on total compensation used to determine retirement benefits for public retirement plan members hired after the effective date of this bill (January 1, 2012). This amount is currently $245,000.



Housing

AB 129 (Beall) - Amended 6/14/2011

AB 129, by Assembly Member Jim Beall, would authorize a city or county to specially assess any fines or penalties not paid after demand by the city or county against the owner of real property whom owes fines or penalties. The fines and penalties may be collected at the same time and in the same manner as regular county taxes thereby avoiding additional time consuming and costly new procedures. Finally, the measure would also authorize a local agency to appoint a hearing officer to hear and decide issues regarding ordinance violations and the imposition of administrative fines and penalties.

AB 129 is similar to Assembly Member Beall’s AB 2613 from 2010. 


AB 147 (Dickinson) – Amended 5/31/2011, Senate Amendments Pending
Subdivisions.   The Subdivision Map Act authorizes a local agency to require the payment of fees as a condition of approval of a final map or as a condition of issuing a building permit for purposes of defraying the actual or estimated cost of constructing bridges or major thoroughfares if specified conditions are met. The Mitigation Fee Act authorizes a local agency to charge a variety of fees, dedications, reservations, or other exactions in connection with the approval of a development project, as defined. This bill would authorize a local ordinance to require payment of a fee subject to the Mitigation Fee Act, as a condition of approval of a final map or as a condition of issuing a building permit for purposes of defraying the actual or estimated cost of constructing transportation facilities, as defined.



AB 184 (Swanson) - Chaptered 6/20/2011

Enacts the Seismic Safety Finance Act, to authorize contractual assessments to finance the installation of seismic strengthening improvements that are permanently fixed to real property. Defines "public agency," for purposes of financing the installation of seismic strengthening improvements, to mean a city, county, or city and county.


AB 249 (Berryhill) 

Amended 4/4/2011
Authorizes a person who utilizes the services of an unlicensed a contractor for the construction or improvement of residential property to bring an action in any court of competent jurisdiction in this state to recover all compensation paid to the contractor for performance of any act or contract during the time the contractor was not properly licensed.


AB 275 (Solorio) 
Amended 7/13/2011
Enacts the Rainwater Capture Act of 2011, which authorizes landowners to install, maintain, and operate rain barrel systems and rainwater capture systems for specified purposes, provided that the systems comply with specified requirements.  Authorizes a landscape contractor to enter into a prime contract for the construction of a rainwater capture system if the system is used for landscape irrigation. 

AB 340 (Furutani) - Amended on 6/22/2011

AB 340, by Assembly Member Warren Furutani, would, for 1937 Act county retirement systems, prohibit the inclusion of certain payments (including bonuses, housing allowances, severance pay, vehicle allowances and payments for unused vacation and sick leave) from being included as compensation earnable for the purpose of calculating a member's pension benefits. This bill would also place the burden on the member or employer to present evidence to the retirement board that certain compensation was not paid for the purpose of enhancing the members' retirement benefit. Would take effect January 1, 2012.


AB 370 (Smyth) 
Introduced: February 14, 2011 
Relates to the sale, purchase, or offer for sale of various appliances and devices, including heating appliances and automatic garage door openers. Requires a plastic pipe or plastic pipe fitting to be used for venting hot gases from a tankless water heater only if that pipe or pipe fitting meets specified certification requirements.


AB 482 (Williams)
Introduced: February 15, 2011:
States the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to encourage innovation in green building design and natural buildings that meets or exceeds all existing health and safety requirements.


AB 510 (Lowenthal)
Amended 3/31/2011
Provides that it is the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would Address violations of H&S Codes 130060 or 130065. Applies only to general and acute care hospitals.


AB 511 (Yamada)
Amended 4/13/2011
Now “aeronautics, towers” bill. Amends the California Building Standards Law as regards the California Building Standards Commission. Enacts legislation that would regulate the construction of low level towers. Adds anemometer towers to those towers requiring special marking for aeronautics.


AB 679 (Allen) – Proposed change in the Housing Element
Amended 5/2/2011

AB 679, by Assembly Member Michael Allen, would, under housing element law which requires cities and counties to assess the housing needs in their jurisdiction and inventory resources and constraints to meeting those needs, provide, that with respect to reducing a county’s housing needs share if specific conditions are met, in the case of a transfer in which a county provides funding for affordable housing construction within a city, that transfer does not have to be proportional across income categories, but may reflect the specific affordability of units that are being funded.



AB 710 (Skinner) – Restricts Parking Requirements by Cities & Counties
Amended 7/12/2011

AB 710, by Assembly Member Nancy Skinner, would prohibit a city or county from requiring more than one parking space per residential unit and more than one parking space per 1,000 square feet of commercial or other nonresidential space for a residential or mixed-use residential project located in a transit intensive area, or subject to an adopted downtown area plan, an adopted neighborhood plan, or an adopted redevelopment project area.


AB 801 (Swanson) 
INTRODUCED: February 17, 2011 
Establishes minimum training standards and a continuing education requirement for code enforcement officers.  Requires public entities that employ a code enforcement officer to adopt requirements for, and require all code enforcement officers to wear, apparel or a uniform that allows members of the public to recognize the person as a public officer.


AB 890 (Olsen) – CEQA Exceptions for minor improvements
Failed 5/2/2011 – May be granted reconsideration

AB 890, by Assembly Member Kristin Olsen, would exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a roadway improvement project or activity that is undertaken by a city, county, or city and county within an existing road right-of-way for the purposes of roadway improvement that includes, but is not limited to, shoulder widening, guardrail improvement, minor drainage, culvert replacement, traffic signal modification, and safety improvements.


AB 912 (Gordon) 
Passed and on the Governor’s desk awaiting his signature – 7/11/2011

AB 912 would authorize a local agency formation commission (commission), where the commission is considering a change of organization that consists of the dissolution of a district with zero sphere of influence, to immediately order the dissolution if the dissolution was initiated by the district board, or to, within 30 days following the approval of the application by the commission, hold at least one noticed public hearing on the proposal, and order the dissolution without an election, unless a majority protest exists. 


AB 915 (Fletcher)
Introduced: February 18, 2011
Declares the intent of the Legislature to modify the California Solar Initiative. The PUC adopted the CSI and the Legislature is likely to modify the CSI based on its application to the PUC.


AB 927 (Huffman) 
Amended 3/29/2011
Amends existing law that requires that any general acute care hospital building that is determined to be a potential risk of collapse be used only for nonacute care hospital purposes, except that the office may grant an extension under prescribed circumstances.  Revises the criteria for granting an additional 2 year extension for a building owned by a health care district.


AB 930 (Gordon) – Amended 6/14/2011
Requires that at least one member of the California Building Standards Commission be experienced and knowledgeable in sustainable building, design, construction, and operation.


AB 931 (Dickinson) – CEQA Exceptions for Infill Housing 
Amended 7/12/2011

AB 931, by Assembly Member Roger Dickinson, would amend specific criteria in order to qualify for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exemptions for affordable infill housing development. More specifically, the proposal would make changes to three of the existing ten statutory criteria as follows:

· Increase the maximum floor area ratio for retail in mixed-use projects from 15 percent to 35 percent;

· Reduce minimum density from 20 to 15 units per acre; and

· Increase from five to 20 years the life of a community-level environmental review.

Existing CEQA exemptions for affordable infill housing development in unincorporated areas are too narrow to be useful. Counties must meet ten specific criteria in order to qualify for an exemption. 

This measure does not seek to eliminate criteria that counties must currently meet for a CEQA exemption. It only seeks to level the playing field, making it easier for counties to provide much needed affordable infill housing, by making the existing county CEQA exemptions more flexible. The main goals are twofold:

· Increase affordable housing production; and

· Focus growth in existing urbanized areas.

This bill is necessary in order to achieve the original intent of the CEQA exemption and to provide affordable infill housing in county urbanized areas. 


AB 991 (Olsen) 

Amended 4/13/2011 
Requires the Governor to establish an Internet website, known as the California Licensing and Permit Center, to assist the public with licensing, permitting, and registration requirements of state agencies.


AB 1185 (Torres) –CEQA Exceptions for Vacant Retail Structures 
Amended 4/26/2011

AB 1185, by Assembly Member Norma Torres, would, until January 1, 2015, exempt from CEQA requirements a project that consists of the alteration of a vacant retail structure that existed prior to January 1, 2008, is not more than 60,000 square feet in area, and meets specified requirements. This bill would additionally require a lead agency to provide a notice related to scoping meetings to other entities that have filed a written request for the notice. 


AB 1198 (Norby) – Eliminates the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Process

As Introduced on February 18, 2011

AB 1198, by Assembly Member Chris Norby, would repeal the requirement that the California Department of Housing and Community Development determine the existing and projected need for housing for each region, and other specified provisions relating to the assessment or allocation of regional housing need, also known as the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process. 


AB 1220 (Alejo) - Amended 4/25/2011

AB 1220, by Assembly Member Luis Alejo, would, under housing element law, authorize a notice of cause of action to be filed any time within 5 years after a legislative body’s decision to adopt or amend a zoning ordinance. The bill would declare the intent of the Legislature that its provisions modify a specified court opinion. The bill would also provide that in that specified action or proceeding, no remedy pursuant to specified provisions of law abrogate, impair, or otherwise interfere with the full exercise of the rights and protections granted to a tentative map application or a developer.


AB 1317 (Norby) 
As Introduced on February 18, 2011

AB 1317, by Assembly Member Chris Norby, would require, in addition to consistency with the general plan, that a redevelopment plan be consistent with any specific plan for which the community has adopted for the same territory.


SENATE BILLS



SB 16 (Rubio) - Amended 6/30/2011
SB 16, by Senator Michael Rubio, states the intent of the Legislature to establish a new program to ease and expedite the state permitting process for renewable energy and transmission projects within the State.

SB 27 (Simitian) 
Amended 7/7/2011 (PERS removed from bill, only references STRS, Teachers Retirement)

SB 27 is a reintroduction of SB 1425, which was vetoed by Governor Schwarzenegger in September. The bill amends the State Teacher’s Retirement System law to limit those items that can be included in the calculation of final compensation for the purpose of prohibiting pension spiking; the bill also prohibits members who retire from public pension systems on or after January 1, 2013 from providing services to an employer covered by a state or local retirement system until the retiree has had a bona fide separation from service for at least six months. 
SB 44 (Corbett)
Amended 7/5/2011
Requires the Public Utilities Commission to commence a process to establish compatible emergency response standards that owners or operators of commission regulated gas pipeline facilities would be required to follow.  Requires owners or operators of commission regulated gas pipeline facilities to implement emergency response plans that are compatible with federal regulations concerning emergency plans.
SB 209 (Corbett)
Passed 7/8/2011 and on the Governor’s desk awaiting his signature
Provides that any covenant contained in any deed, contract, security instrument, or other instrument affecting the transfer or sale of an interest in a common interest development that prohibits or restricts the installation or use of an electrical vehicle charging station is void and unenforceable.  Authorizes an association to impose reasonable restrictions on those stations.  Imposes requirements with respect to an association's approval process for those stations.


SB 301 (DeSaulnier) 
Amended 5/31/2011 

This bill has been revised and amended to update code references contained in the Health and Safety Code and Government code to reflect the newest codes.  Many of the laws reference the Uniform Building Codes which became obsolete in 2000.


SB 454 (Pavley) 
Amended 7/12/2011 

Subjects a contractors licensee to discipline for the failure to comply with specified energy efficiency standards under the state Code of Regulations.   Requires the Contractors' State License Board to submit a report to the Legislature with regard to any civil penalties assessed against a licensee or unlicensed person for a violation of those standards.  Authorizes the Energy Commission to bring an action under the unfair competition laws to enforce any statute or regulation.  Relates to utility rebates.
SB 464 (Anderson) 
Amended: 3/30/2011 

Amends existing law regarding property taxation of new construction.  Expands a property tax exclusion to include the construction or installation of any fire sprinkler system, other fire extinguishing system, and fire detection system in a new building.


SB 469 (Vargas) 
Amended 5/10/2011

SB 469  would require an applicant to a local government for a permit to develop a superstore, to submit to that local government an economic and community impact analysis report, including various, specified assessments, prior to the review of the permit application. Requires specific timelines for permitting upon certification of Environmental Impact Report or approval of a Negative Declaration.

SB 543 (Price) 
Amended 7/12/2011 

Extends the operation of the Architects Board, Landscape Architects Technical Committee, Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists, the State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind and the State Athletic Commission. Added: Contractors State License Board.


SB 562 (Transportation and Housing Committee)  
Amended 6/20/2011
Amends existing law that establishes the Manufactured Home Recovery Fund and prescribes a fee for each reported sale of a manufactured home, to be deposited in the fund.  Provides that whenever the balance in the fund exceeds a specified amount the Department of Housing and Community Development is authorized to reduce or increase the fee.  Provides that the department may reduce the fee when the balance exceeds a new specified amount.


SB 620 (Correa) – CEQA Exceptions for Vacant Retail Structures
As Introduced on February 18, 2011

SB 620, by Senator Lou Correa, would, until January 1, 2015, exempt from CEQA requirements a project that consists of the alteration of a vacant retail structure that existed prior to January 1, 2009, is not more than 120,000 square feet in area, and that meets specified requirements. The measure would also require the lead agency to provide a notice regarding scoping meetings to other entities that have filed a written request for the notice.
SB 683 (Correa) – CEQA Exceptions 
As Introduced on February 18, 2011

SB 683, by Senator Lou Correa, would, under CEQA, prohibit actions or proceedings alleging noncompliance with the requirements of CEQA, unless the oral or written presentation or objection occurs during the public comment period provided under CEQA or prior to the close of the public hearing on the project before the filing, rather than issuance, of the notice of determination.

SB 683 is awaiting committee assignment.


SB 692 (Walters) 
Introduced: February 18, 2011 
Prohibits the practice of agricultural, chemical, control system, fire protection, industrial, metallurgical, nuclear, petroleum, and traffic engineering by any person who has not passed a specified examination and who is not appropriately licensed by the board in the particular discipline. Authorizes any licensed engineer to practice engineering work in any of those fields in which he or she is competent and proficient.


Fire Sprinklers – Single Family Residents
SB 726 (Berryhill – La Malfa) – Pending
As Introduced on February 18, 2011

SB 726, by Senator Berryhill, states: Notwithstanding any other provision of law, until January 1, 2014, a county may, by ordinance or resolution, opt not to be subject to a regulation published in the California Building Standards Code requiring the installation of a fire sprinkler system in a single-family residential dwelling.



SB 730 (Kehoe) 
Amended 5/11/2011

Will establish the Plug-In Electric Vehicle Readiness Pilot Program to be administered by the commission.  The bill would require that the program include, but not be limited to, strategies that address several objectives relating to the permitting and planning of plug-in electric vehicle residential charging. The bill would also require the commission to solicit statewide the involvement of cities and counties for participation in the program. The bill would repeal

these provisions on January 1, 2015.


SB 886 (Corbett) 
Introduced: February 18, 2011 

Enacts a comprehensive program for the certification andregulation of sprinkler fitter by the State Fire Marshal.  Prohibits a person from performing work on any fire suppression system, unless he or she possesses a valid sprinkler fitter certificate issued by the State Fire Marshal.


See these bills at the Legislative website www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html  

