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Legislation updates of interest to Building Departments

The following bills are just a few that we will be monitoring during the remainder of the 07/08 Legislative session.  
AB 2335:  Building Permits – Current law requires every city or county that requires permits to be issued for construction, to have the owner complete specific forms and declarations, identify the property, agent and or contractor performing work.  The law also requires declarations that work will be in accordance with all laws and codes. This bill would repeal those separate provisions and create a single provision that combines and modifies the existing forms, declarations, and notice to the property owner and expands the acknowledgments property owners are required to make.
SB 1766:  Disability Access – The current law provides full and equal access to accommodations, facilities and privileges of various modes of transportation to individuals with disabilities.  This bill would require the disabled individual who in good faith believes that a public accommodation or housing accommodation does not provide full and equal access, to notify the owner or manager of the problem.  The owner or manager would notify the individual of planned access improvements and will make those improvements within 6 months.  The individual is prohibited from commencing a cause of action during the 6 month period.
AB 2144: Green Building – Commercial - Requires the State Building Standards Commission to develop the Green Building Program as a model program for use by local jurisdictions interested in promoting voluntary green building standards for commercial buildings that are more stringent than those adopted by the commission.
AB 2479:  Energy Efficiency Measures – This bill would make unlicensed contractors who fail to comply with building energy efficiency standards subject to a civil penalty.   It specifies that the failure of a licensee to comply with the building energy efficiency standards constitutes a cause for disciplinary action, except in certain circumstances.  It also specifies that the failure of a licensee to obtain a building permit shall be subject to a citation and a civil penalty.
