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YOSEMITE CHAPTER ICC

Meeting Minutes

                                                                           Date: May 20,2010
Meeting called to order at 11:35 A.M. by Chapter President, Will Crew, City of Modesto
Introductions:  Everyone seemed to be who they said they were…..
Attendance:  27 (ranging from semi-comatose to catatonic)
.
Announcements: By Will Crew, Mike Kinslow has been  appointed to Chief Building Official at Mariposa County.
Program:    Guest speaker Julie Ann Saare-Edmonds, from the Department of Water Resources. Water efficiency for landscaping. Mike Brinkman had to go and fix the computer and the projector for the presentation. After some diligent fiddling around we were off into the wonderland of water efficiency for landscaping. Publications were available. The regulation for ordinances or the choice of using the State Model was briefly discussed. The Master Green Certified Gardner went on to explain the implementation of laws of 1990, AB325 associated with drought conditions.  AB 2717, 2004 Task Force with input   and recommendations resulting in AB 1881 of 2006. Follow the recommendations of the Task Force and the Model Law of the legislature. Water Agencies install water saving devices, CEC to look at the irrigation equipment, specific issues with storm water and education in water use. Local Agencies to adopt an ordinance for public and private developments in excess of 2500 square feet in size applies. Tract home developments will need to have an overall plan. The law does not require retro-fits to existing conditions. A series of dazzling slides graced the screen with a narrative to each and every condition. Some slides were distinguishable as being different from the preceding slides, but, never the less a message of efficient management of valuable water continued to ring as the underscore. The Speaker asked if “anyone was familiar with Evapotranspiration and water budgets?” This may have been perceived by the group as a trick question, behaving as if on chloroform, no one jumped up with an answer. Never mind. Moving along, surveys and audits are encouraged. Different climatic zones through-out the state could write a water budget that would apply to the area. Almost 33 inches of water a year evaporates out of the ground in Eureka Calif. (Eureka! “We have not found it”) Evapotranspiration becomes more clear with the copious quantities of data supplied in the Appendix A reference (ETo) Table* Forms will be part of the hydro-zone calculations as part of the ordinance requirements (use water resistant paper). Wells were not included in the statutes. 
Pick your plants to match your dirt, PH and other factors. Water features are not prohibited, they do need to be accounted for in the calculations. Safety being the concern on slopes for lawn mowers. Safety first, Safety first…. Remember a rock garden does not need to be mowed quite so often. Have Fire Marshal Bill review the vegetation plan for tons per acre of fuel load models, ignition components, fuel moisture, distribution mosaics, topography, slope and aspect of your plants in the high fire severity areas where fire event potential can reach peak thermal pulse and area ignition, remember, ”safety first.” Storm water B&Ps are encouraged to be submitted for approval. Some ugly examples of what to do wrong were presented along the way. Swing joints are required under sprinkler heads to prevent unauthorized fountains in the landscape areas. Other photos and examples were masterfully presented to punctuate the discussion. Bottom line is, don’t do stupid things with your water, and don’t risk your life to mow those steep grades, even though a Planner may have required the steep terrain for approval of the plans. Some useful formulas were provided and are encouraged to be memorized.” Remember failure to plan is planning to fail.” Thank-you Julie Ann for the presentation……
Lunch Break
Minutes:   accepted and approved.
More Announcements by Will Crew: Deputy Director position in Inyo County.  See the County web-site. Annual conference for ICC -IRC energy and zoning code hearings. Code book orders through the chapter did not develop much interest.
Bylaw Changes:   Official discussion regarding by-law change with ballots to follow. Subject of the non-jurisdictional membership.
Treasurer’s Report: Mike Brinkman submitted the Treasurer’s report to the membership. Checking account has $3,232.58, the savings account has $33,712.38 and petty cash has $ 90.00. Report was available and a budget summary for 2010. Again, very nicely done. 
Open Forum:   Ag buildings for energy required to have calcs? The high efficiency lighting, GFI, and motion sensors.  B license for roofing permits. General B must sub to a C-39 if there is not two other unrelated trades. C-39 must have workers comp. CSLB representation hopefully to attend the Chapter meetings. Insulation installation is not part of the roof element and is considered a separate unrelated trade by the CSLB when doing a re-roof. Code committee meeting subjects would be discussed and presented to the group for consensus for documentation. On-line discussion group can be set up through Richard Graves through the web-site. Questions came up on the Architectural Practice Act, and concerns with historical building treatment. ADA  requirements with what is applicable and what may not be. Fee studies and fee increase feasibility was also touched on.
Questions from the Chapter members should be introduced to the committee for discussion. Cost based fees being developed by most jurisdictions based on the cost recovery principal. Extensions of permits need to be charged for by policy developed by the jurisdiction.ie: 25% for the first, 50% for the second, 75% for the third and 100% for the fourth calculated by the building fee.
Building Safety Week: Robert and Craig reported the event will take place Saturday May 22, 2010 in Tracy from 10:00 to 2:00. There was a radio spot that is advertising for the event.”Get a plan review, building permit and inspections, all on the same day”.  Good wall and bad wall will be there. Remember Vendors, raffles (Angels and A’s game) donations, kids activities, wildlife fun.. ADA accessible rolling playground. This is a big one folks, don’t miss it. Now is our chance to be as big as cops and fire departments. Support the hard work that those who are putting all this together.
Scholarship:     Three scholarships for $500.00 each were given last year.

Legislative Reports: Bill for carbon monoxide detectors passed. SB183, attached garage, fossil fuel burning appliance, or wood stove required in existing dwellings, expected to take effect January 2011. Impact would be on the real estate disclosure law . Legislation on PERS retirement is moving through that could have a direct effect on benefits. Keep an eye on this and be prepared to circle the wagons.
Education:   Mark reports upcoming seminar in Merced on lateral forces, shear wall provisions, seismic category information, May 26. Fire sprinkler seminars in September (29 and 30). Plumbers will be allowed to install fire sprinkler systems,. Attached garages will require sprinklers. Calculations and plan review of sprinkler systems will be covered during the scheduled seminar. Scheduled to be held at Harvest Hall off Crow’s Landing Road. Check the web-site. July 28, Dan Kaiser will be giving a seminar CRC. State OES is updating the list and web-site.
HCD and CALBO: no reports…..

ICC: hearings and new codes and code books.

CEC: The packets sent out are self explanatory. HERS raters should be monitored for authenticity and ethics.  Analysis is a concern for the jurisdictions

Community Project: no report

Web-site:  Richard reports the housing starts hit a 1 ½ year high in April, but building permits at a 6 month low.
BBQ:  If not at Scott’s how about doing a park? Planning for the BBQ may be in conjunction with a golf tournament.

IAPMO issued a statement on how to plumb a restaurant. B and M occupancies with less than 1500 sq. ft. single uni-sex bathroom can be used. Proposal is to not apply the IAPMO ruling and use the Building and Plumbing code that allows a restaurant with less than 50 people and less than 1500 sq. ft. declared a B occupancy. Motion to accept the proposal of using the Building and Plumbing Code rather than the IAPMO interpretation.
Raffle: mystery bag, gift certificate for Lowes, (golf) ball holder, (no one wanted to jump and grab this one) Rick wins eventually.

NEXT GATHERING ; June 17, 2010

 Next meeting is how to convert your den into a garage, and macramé with cat hair. Should be spell binding…

Question of the day: Did Adam and Eve have belly buttons?
Meeting  Adjourned 2:17 P.M 

Respectfully submitted,

As always,
Jeff White
Secretary for Yosemite Chapter ICC

