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YOSEMITE CHAPTER ICC

Meeting Minutes

December 17, 2009
Meeting called to order at 11:46 a.m. by Chapter President, Al Silva, City of Los Banos

Introductions 

Attendance:  25
Program:

Vernon Brown of Vernon Brown & Associates, Inc. provided a presentation regarding Fire and Building Department Mergers.  It has become a more common practice and solution for many California cities especially during this difficult economy.  Many fire prevention personnel have maintained the illegality of such a consolidation, but Vernon provided the legal codes that many jurisdictions have used to demonstrate its legality.

Vernon delineated the various responsibilities of fire prevention and described some of the nuances related to both plan review and inspection services.  For example, when commissioning a diesel fire pump, it can easily take four to eight hours to complete the inspection process.  Another example given was the review and inspection of warehouses.  Warehouses are especially challenging in that you can store most anything in a warehouse and there are a lot of other variables in relation to the type of sprinkler system you have relative to the height of such combustible storage.  By comparison, high-rise construction is much easier in that such corresponding requirements are very prescriptive.  
Vernon clearly indicated that, besides all of the organizational and administrative changes that must take place, the single greatest challenge to a successful merge lies in the training and education program for the inspectors and plan reviewers.      
Minutes:  November 2009 minutes; motion made to approve, second and ratified by the members present.
Treasurer’s Report: 

Jeff White submitted the Treasurer’s report to the membership.

Correspondence:

Kevin Jorgensen received an e-mail from JD Hightower asking to poll the membership if other cities reduce sewer and water connection fees for permits within new subdivisions.  The City of Riverbank currently reduces the connection fee with the rational that new subdivisions install new infrastructure and pay System Development Fees.  The majority of jurisdictions represented responded with a resounding ‘No!’  However, it was mentioned that other jurisdictions do more of the infrastructure improvements themselves than Riverbank does and this accounts for proposed reductions. 
Committee Reports:

Legislative:  Greg Adams
No report

Check out Legislative bills at http://www.leginfo.ca.gsov/bilinfo.html 

See also the Chapter’s website at http://www.yosemitechapter-icc.org
Education:   Mike Brinkman
Mike indicated that the Chapter has organized another training opportunity for those interested in becoming a CASp member with the next test being offered in the spring of 2010.  Hence, a date has been selected for Dan Kaiser to focus on the 2007 CBC Chapter 11A.  The date is set for January 13th, so mark your calendars!

The Chapter is still finalizing plans to coordinate a meeting with the Central Valley Roofing Contractor’s Association on January 7th at the Barnwood Restaurant in Ripon.  The format for the meeting is still being considered.  However, it appears that there will be a question and answer forum for the roofing industry members to ask questions of Building Department representation.  The focus will be application of the new energy codes as they relate to Cool Roofs, permit processes and regional uniformity concerns.

Mike has scheduled energy training on January 27th with the CEC at the Sam Pipes room in Merced located @ 678 West 18th Street starting at 9:00 a.m. and concluding at 12:30 p.m.  The subject of the class is the 2008 energy updates for Lighting and Cool Roofs.  This is free training.  There will be no lunch provided.
Since Mike is the Chapter’s new Treasurer starting in 2010, he asked for someone to take the privilege of being Chairman of the Education Committee.  Mark Pereida volunteered to take on the responsibility.  Thank you and congratulations Mark!  

Richard Graves will keep the Chapter website http://www.yosemitechapter-icc.org updated for training opportunities.  You will find additional information and flyers related to these training opportunities here.

Disaster Preparedness: Scott Wungluck 

Last month Scott indicated that an assistant coordinator for CALBO’s Emergency Preparedness Committee for this area of the State is needed.  Tom Ushing has volunteered for this weighty responsibility.  Thank you and congratulations Tom!
Please visit CALBO’s website for other information regarding emergency preparedness at http://www.calbo.org
     Scholarship: Scott Wungluck 

Scott is looking for a volunteer to be the Chair of the Scholarship Committee for the 2010 calendar year.  Anyone interested please contact Scott as soon as possible.  Thank you.
CALBO:   Becky Fraser

No report.

HCD:  Doug Hensel 
No report.
CSLB:  Jane Flint 

No report.  

CEC:  Diana Todd,
No report.
ICC:  No report.

CHAPTER BY-LAWS: 

No report
CODE INTERPRETATION:   Mike Petersen

The committee is looking for a new subject to tackle.  It will hopefully be determined prior to the next meeting so that appropriation preparation for meaningful participation at the meeting can take place.  For those who are on the committee, please contact Mike for just such coordination. 

The next committee meeting is scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. at the SOS Club immediately preceding the next Chapter meeting on February 18th 2010.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

WEBSITE:
 Richard Graves

It was requested by the membership to have the agenda for the Chapter meetings to be posted on the website in advance of each meeting.  
Richard posted information regarding the Chapter’s donation to the Salvation Army, the CEC’s Fact Sheet, an overview of the new energy standards, the ADA Guide for Small Businesses and all training and educational opportunities on the Chapter’s website.
COMMUNITY PROJECT:  Rick Reid
Rick reported that allocating money to a single project can be difficult.  So, it may be more likely to spend the money towards a number of smaller projects.  However, the committee is in need of the money in order to progress.  Hence, the money was to be immediately released.  Advancing Vibrant Communities is the organization that will provide the labor needed to complete the proposed community project (material take-offs included).  This organization does not have any the control of the press so the Chapter should not assume that the free publicity that the Chapter would like is not guaranteed.  It would be up to the media to determine if the project was newsworthy.  
Lydia also mentioned that she had some material things that she’d like to donate as part of the community project effort.  It was announced that if anyone else had anything they’d like to donate that “the more the merrier”.  Likely, such ones should contact Lydia if you would like to participate.

NOMINATIONS:  Will Crew

No report
SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAISER:  Craig Tole
Craig visualizes a Bowling Tournament to be scheduled in May of 2010 and to make a nexus between National Building Safety Week and the Tournament itself!  We have no shortage of vision here!
CHAPTER BAR-B-QUE:  Scott Wungluck
No report.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Jeff White polled the membership regarding the 2008 CEC compliance software update.  It appeared that all of the jurisdictions present are requiring that all facets of the 2008 Energy Efficiency Requirements will be enforced as of January 1, 2010, regardless of the delayed development of compliance software.
Old Business:  

Will Crew announced that the SECOND order for hats, polos and t-shirts arrived and this batch was reviewed very carefully, only to find that we received what we ordered!  As many of you know, the original batch of ‘faulty’ shirts was donated to the Salvation Army.  The hats were given away at this meeting.  For those of you who had purchased the ‘faulty’ merchandise (it lacked the word ‘Code’), be sure to trade in what you purchased for the appropriate merchandise!  See Will.  For those of you interested in purchasing  

Will Crew also announced the upcoming annual banquet has been scheduled for Saturday, January 9th, 2010.  The ticket price for the banquet is $30.00 per person and is located at the Diablo Grande Winery and Resort in Patterson.  All money must be received by December 18, 2009.

A special thank you was extended to Cricket Brinkman for helping assist with the banquet!  So far to date, we have 32 people signed up!

There was continued discussion regarding the joint meeting with the CVRCA (Central Valley Roofing Contractor’s Association).  It was determined that this was a good opportunity to partner with this organization in order to initiate productive round-table discussions and to represent jurisdictional interests and reflect positively the role of the local building department as it pertains to the roofing industry.  January 7th, 2010 is the recommended date for this lunch meeting that is anticipated to last a couple of hours.  Will Crew polled the membership as to who would be interested in attending and about 10 people volunteered to be a part of this effort.
Open Forum:

Al Silva described a scenario where a Southern California HVAC contractor had been contracted to perform HVAC change-outs for 22 K-Mart stores in Northern California.  This particular contractor is maintaining that he has NEVER heard of a Mech-1 form nor ever used one.  Apparently, Sears is the contractor and this HVAC company is the subcontractor.  Beware if this company comes to your jurisdiction!
Scott Wungluck polled the membership in attendance to determine which jurisdictions are requiring special inspection for wood diaphragms with less than four-inch on center nailing.  It appeared that only one jurisdiction is requiring the special inspection as stipulated by the code.  The majority consider it a duplication of duties as well as the fact that there is no specific certification that covers such a special inspection.  
Announcements: 



Mike Petersen won the $25.00 gift card to Home Depot and Steve Treat won the $25.00 gift card to Starbuck’s.  Congratulations Mike and Steve!
Meeting was adjourned at 1:41 pm 

NEXT GATHERING – The Chapter’s annual banquet to be held on Saturday, January 9, 2010 in Patterson, California at the Diablo Grande Winery. Also, our next Chapter Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 18, 2010 at the SOS Club

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Jorgensen
Secretary for Yosemite Chapter ICC

