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2009 Officers: Al Silva, President, City of Los Banos ~ Will Crew, City of Modesto, Vice President, 

~ Kevin Jorgensen, Secretary, City of Tracy ~ Jeff White, Treasurer, Calaveras County

~ Dennis Wister, Past President, Stanislaus County
YOSEMITE CHAPTER ICC

Meeting Minutes

November 19, 2009
Meeting called to order at 11:43 a.m. by Chapter President, Al Silva, City of Los Banos
Introductions 

Attendance:  27
Program:

Pete Guisasola, retired Building Official from the City of Rocklin, CALBO representative to the California League of Cities and currently employed by Bureau Veritas, essentially provided an impromptu program for the Chapter with a wealth of information:
· Chuck Cohen passed away recently.  He was a legacy in his own right as many followed him as a force in code enforcement.  A memorial service was held in honor of him last week by SVABO.
· Issue of permit avoidance; it has been estimated that only 3-5% of HVAC projects throughout the State have been actually permitted.  Hence, the CSLB is taking charge to address this deficit.  They are increasing enforcement, working closely with jurisdictions in order to squeeze out the illegitimate contractor.  CSLB is streamlining its processes so that legitimate contractors will have a viable means to expose the illegitimate contractor to corresponding consequences.  Through a concerted and cooperative effort from industry associations, respective Building Departments, legitimate contractors and a specialized contact number to CSLB, it is hoped to squeeze out the unlicensed or illegitimate contractor and make it uncomfortable for such ones to operate illegally.  This process then can be implemented in any of the other trades as well.
· AB811; this bill is geared for green building and makes ‘excessive’ costs for upgrading affordable!  Currently, if someone wanted to retrofit their home with photovoltaic panels, for example, the cost could be tens of thousands of dollars that would be due at the point of sale.  Although, people typically finance such improvements via loans, this bill will allow participating jurisdictions to put the cost of the improvement on the property tax roll.  This spreads out the cost and also allows the next owner of the home to continue paying for the improvement he too is enjoying.  This program starts with a home energy audit.  Then, costs are determined for all desired upgrades.  The payment is to be less than the energy savings.
· Accessibility lawsuits; we’ve all heard accessibility lawsuits are the order of the day.  Businesses have received a letter of complaint that starts out “I couldn’t get into your business….You have 30 days to fix the lack of accessibility”.  Nowhere in the letter does it give direction for help.  Business owners are both perturbed and fearful about being sued, yet oftentimes their common mode of operation is to put their ‘head in the sand’.  Pete recommended that each jurisdiction put on one or two-hour seminars for local businesses.  Go to your local Chamber of Commerce to encourage participation.  In these seminars, help the business owners to realize the ADA model for compliance is to their benefit.  That model emphasizes the need for a survey of their business site.  The survey alone can protect them.  Additionally, they need to prepare a transition plan and budget plan to address the items identified as barriers in the survey.  There are also federal and state tax credits for such improvements ($15,000 and $10,000 respectively).  The DOJ and SBA have checklists to assist the do-it-yourselfer who does not want to pay for a survey.  An excellent resource is found on the home page of ada.gov wherein one will find a tab entitled “ADA Guide for Small Businesses”.  The DSA also has a link to CASp members who can perform these surveys or one can ask the local Chamber of Commerce whom they recommend.  Additionally help the business owners to understand that Title 24 upgrades are triggered by the permit process whereas ADA is always an ongoing responsibility.  This type of proactive effort will enhance public relations for Building Departments that implement the program.

· CALBO is intending to draft a document that will serve as a desk reference for Building Officials.  It will propose hard questions and provide corresponding simple answers.

· Pete was asked his opinion of the state-wide situation wherein the position of Building Official is being devalued in various locations by the elimination of the qualified person serving in that capacity and the role being subsequently filled by non-qualified personnel.  “It’s only going to last until they fail, until they make the dangerous decision or be afraid to make the decision.”   
Minutes:  October 2009 minutes; motion made to approve, second and ratified by the members present.
Treasurer’s Report: 

Jeff White submitted the Treasurer’s report to the membership.

Correspondence:

None
Committee Reports:

Legislative:  Greg Adams
Greg highlighted SB407 regarding high water use plumbing fixtures.  This bill passed.  It requires that all residential and commercial structures built before January 1, 1994 to have all non-water-conserving plumbing fixtures to be replaced with the issuance of any permit.  Currently, it is understood that if a homeowner were to secure a permit for a water heater replacement or a reroof, then, all non-water-conserving plumbing fixtures would also have to be replace with water-conserving models.  This requirement becomes effective and enforceable January 1, 2014.
Check out Legislative bills at http://www.leginfo.ca.gsov/bilinfo.html 

See also the Chapter’s website at http://www.yosemitechapter-icc.org
Education:   Mike Brinkman
Mike indicated that the Chapter is organizing another training opportunity for those interested in becoming a CASp member with the next test being offered in the spring of 2010.  Hence, a date has been selected for Dan Kaiser to focus on the 2007 CBC Chapter 11A.  The date is set for January 13th, so mark your calendars!
The Chapter is still looking to finalize plans to coordinate a meeting with the Central Valley Roofing Contractor’s Association on January 7th.  The format for the meeting is still being considered.

Mike is looking into the possibility of energy training in the month of February.  

Richard Graves will keep the Chapter website http://www.yosemitechapter-icc.org updated for training opportunities.  You will find additional information and flyers related to these training opportunities here.

Disaster Preparedness: Scott Wungluck 

Scott indicated that an assistant coordinator for CALBO’s Emergency Preparedness Committee for this area of the State is needed.  .  It has bee determined that a number of the coordinators for other areas of the State (there are six areas) have retired.  Hence, the committee is still seeking to fill these vacancies.
Please visit CALBO’s website for other information regarding emergency preparedness at http://www.calbo.org
     Scholarship: Scott Wungluck 

No report.

CALBO:   Becky Fraser

No report.
HCD:  Doug Hensel 
No report.
CSLB:  Jane Flint 

No report.  
CEC:  Diana Todd,
Diana was unable to attend but sent communication to the Chapter as follows:
· The 2008 Building Energy Efficiency Standards are effective January 1, 2010.

· The CEC has published a FACT SHEET that answers commonly asked questions related to which standards apply (the 2005 or the 2008) for master planned communities and what to do about expired permits.

· It is important that inspectors inspect the actual material and equipment to verify that the model numbers match those modeled and listed in the CF-6R forms/installation certificates.  Inspectors should not rely on the HERS raters because the raters will not have the installation certificates.

· In order to observe the field verification and diagnostic testing performed by builders/subcontractors OR certified HERS raters, a jurisdiction can require the verification/testing be performed in conjunction with the enforcement agency’s required inspection.
· HERS raters and providers are to be considered special inspectors by the jurisdiction.  Therefore, the raters and providers shall demonstrate competence to the satisfaction of the Building Official, for the visual inspections and testing they perform.  Note:  Raters and providers shall be independent agencies from the builder and subcontractor installing the energy efficient improvements.

· The CEC will be sending out a link to the on-line learning center sometime in December.

· The CEC will be sending out hard copies of the standards and manuals to all Building Officials the week of Thanksgiving.
· If necessary, to avoid delay of approval of dwelling units completed when outside temperatures are below 55 degrees F, the enforcement agency may approve compliance credit for refrigerant charge and airflow measurement when installers have used the alternate charging and airflow measurement procedure.  This approval will be on the condition that installers provide a signed agreement to the builder with a copy to the enforcement agency to return to correct refrigerant charge and airflow if the HERS rater determines at a later time when the outside temperature is above 55 degrees F that correction is necessary.
· Wherein local government ordinances are drafted that exceed the 2008 Building Energy Efficiency Standards, such local governments must apply to the CEC for approval to ensure that such standards do not conflict with the Energy Standards.
ICC:  No report.

CHAPTER BY-LAWS: 

No report
CODE INTERPRETATION:   Mike Petersen

An open discussion was to occur after lunch, but then did not occur. 
The next committee meeting is scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. at the SOS Club immediately preceding the next Chapter meeting.  

SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

WEBSITE:
 Richard Graves

If any jurisdiction has employment opportunities, please consider the Chapter website as a means of advertising such positions.  Currently Dennis Wister is serving as Building Official with Mariposa County in a temporary role.  A flyer for the permanent position is posted on the Chapter website.
Richard will post AB811, the DSA and ADA documents noted by Pete, the invitation for the installment banquet and the January education flyer.
COMMUNITY PROJECT:  Rick Reid
Rick reported that Advancing Vibrant Communities is an organization that could provide the labor needed to complete the proposed community project (material take-offs included).  This organization was established in 2002 and has a labor force of 900 volunteers, so the problem of labor is resolved.  The other good thing about this organization is that it has an established relationship with the press.  Hence, the Chapter’s donation will likely get us the recognition that we desire.
The typical projects anticipated could either be a single ramp or a number of grab bar installations.  The donation amount from the Chapter is to be $1000.00.  However, it was discussed that if the average cost of projects by this organization for materials averaged $1200.00, that this was acceptable to the Chapter.  It was noted that organizations such as Lowe’s and Home Depot could be contacted for donations or price reductions for materials purchased.

It’s a go!     
NOMINATIONS:  Will Crew
The Nominations Committee nominated Mike Brinkman for the position of Treasurer of the YICC for CY2010.  There were no additional nominations presented from the floor.  Hence, an election was held and it was a unanimous vote.  Congratulations Mike!  
GOLF TOURNAMENT:  Craig Tole
No report.

CHAPTER BAR-B-QUE:  Scott Wungluck
No report.

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was a discussion regarding a joint meeting with the CVRCA (Central Valley Roofing Contractor’s Association).  It was determined that this was a good opportunity to partner with this organization in order to initiate productive round-table discussions and to represent jurisdictional interests and reflect positively the role of the local building department as it pertains to the roofing industry.  Will Crew, Mike Brinkman and Kevin Jorgensen volunteered to be a part of this effort.
Old Business:  

Will Crew announced that the order for hats, polos and t-shirts was discovered to be faulty in that the logo did not properly identify our organization.  “The International Code Council” was inadvertently reduced to “The International Council” by the vendor.  Hence, the order is to be redone by the vendor at no cost to the Chapter.  By the next Chapter meeting, we should have the new order.  It was decided that the Chapter would donate the faulty merchandise to worthy cause. 
Will Crew also announced the upcoming annual banquet has been scheduled for Saturday, January 9th, 2010.  The ticket price for the banquet is $30.00 per person and is located at the Diablo Grande Winery and Resort in Patterson.  All money must be received by December 18, 2009.
Open Forum:

Richard Graves presented a sortable repository of 2007 CBC and Local Requirements on a spreadsheet for residential deck permits.  This was shared with him by the Building Official of Marin County, Bill Kelly.  Richard indicated that Bill has completed the same task for all inspection types.  Additionally, Richard presented the Relational Unified Management Tool for Modeling Building Department Work, Time, Costs and Revenue spreadsheet to the Chapter, also created by Bill Kelly.  This particular tool can assist jurisdictions who are considering a time and motion study approach to reconfiguring permit fees if the fees are currently valuation based.

Kevin Jorgensen polled the membership in relation to flexible cords per 2007 CEC Sections 400.7 and 400.8.  The question addressed fabrication occupancies wherein fixed wiring methods terminated in junction boxes supported in the structure above work stations.  Flexible cords are proposed to hang from these junction boxes with appropriate strain relief mechanisms to supply power to fixed equipment below.  Since the uses permitted for flexible cords include pendants, portable or mobile appliances and where prevention of noise vibration is desired, could the above-noted application encompass the intent of the code?  (After all, if the code allows specific applications of flexible cords so that the long-term durability of the cords due to excessive movement/vibration is not a major concern, then this specific application seems to be consistent).  A few polled said they would review the proposal on a case-by-case basis.  However, most polled said they would consider the flexible cord described above as a substitute for fixed wiring methods and therefore, would not allow it.  (There is no reason RMC could not be used where vertical supports are required every 20’ O.C.)
Announcements: 



Mike and Crickett Brinkman donated six Oakland Raider’s tickets.  Mark Pereida, Nen Khobus and Scott Wungluck each won a pair in a raffle.  Bill Aiken donated headphone sets, hardhats and a raccoon!  The raffle winners included Danise Huey, Don Hogan, Brian Odom and Richard Graves. 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:16 pm 

NEXT GATHERING – Thursday, December 17, 2009 at the SOS Club

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Jorgensen
Secretary for Yosemite Chapter ICC

