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YOSEMITE CHAPTER ICC

Meeting Minutes

June 18, 2009
Meeting called to order at 11:38 a.m. by Chapter President, Al Silva, City of Los Banos 

Introductions 

Program:

Imad Naffa, principal of Naffa International, provided a presentation to the Chapter related to Senate Bill 1608 and CASp.  This bill intends to train Building Officials and their respective staff and architects regarding accessibility standards in construction with the ultimate goal of providing barrier-free buildings.  Additionally, the bill has provisions that will help to diminish, if not eliminate, frivolous lawsuits related to access.
Imad provided a comprehensive CASp program handout for all members present and offered to e-mail to anyone who did not receive a copy.  Two dates are considered significant to this act; July 1, 2010, when each jurisdiction shall employ OR retain at least one certified accessibility specialist and January 1, 2014, when each jurisdiction shall employ OR retain a sufficient number of certified accessibility specialists.  How will contract companies fill such needs?  What is a ‘sufficient number’ of certified accessibility specialists?  Do Building Departments certify buildings?  What liability exists for local jurisdictions related to CASp?  These and many other questions were considered. 

Architects that are not currently CASp certified will be required to procure their respective certifications as they renew their licenses.  Additionally, the California Chamber of Commerce website is giving a fair warning to business owners that although they may secure a certification for their respective buildings under current codes, the certificate does not imply that they are exempt from future access code changes.
CALBO is currently meeting with DSA in an attempt to reduce the price for certification as well as change the test format to open-book.  The test is currently closed-book and consists of 100 multiple-choice questions to be completed within 2-½ hours.  It is important to know 2007 CBC chapters 11A and 11B, in addition to the Federal ADA.  CALBO is currently providing some seminars directly related to the training for CASp certification.  The DSA Academy also has some training that should prove beneficial.  There are also a number of discussion groups that share significant information.  The 2009 CalDAG as well as the California Access Reference Manual were two recommended publications for study.    
Minutes:  May 2009 minutes; motion made to approve, second and ratified by the members present.
Treasurer’s Report: 

Jeff White submitted the Treasurer’s report to the membership.

Correspondence:

None.
Committee Reports:

Legislative:  Greg Adams
Greg presented the summation of two bills that are certainly of interest to Building Departments.  AB212 is the “zero-net” energy bill that will ultimately require that all new residential construction, by January 1, 2020, shall have a zero impact on energy usage.  Hence, emphasis will be upon such components as photovoltaics.  AB234 gives guidelines as to how to properly use Federal stimulus funding in the State of California. 
Check out Legislative bills at http://www.leginfo.ca.gsov/bilinfo.html 
See also the Chapter’s website at http://www.yosemitechapter-icc.org 

Education:   Mike Brinkman
Mike reported that 33 people attended the free energy code training opportunity on June 2, 2009 at the Harvest Hall Room located in Modesto. 
Also located at the Harvest Hall Room will be more free training regarding fire stop systems.  This training occurs July 8th from 1:00 – 5:00 and is provided by the International Firestop Council and sponsored by the Yosemite Chapter of ICC.

The ICC Chapter Benefit Day will soon be posted.  There are three two-hour webinars that are currently being considered.  “Managing Distressed Properties”, “IBC Mixed Occupancies” and “Residential Accessibility” are the choices.  We’ll keep you posted. 

Richard Graves will keep chapter website http://www.yosemitechapter-icc.org updated for training opportunities.  You will find additional information and flyers related to these training opportunities.

Disaster Preparedness: Scott Wungluck 
The State initiated its annual disaster drill but, alarmingly, there was no response to the drill.  Apparently, the key personnel involved in receiving the calls, were not actually contacted.  Hence, no call out occurred locally as Scott indicated that he never received a call.

Scott issued a reminder that if any local jurisdiction ever experiences an emergency, it is imperative that the jurisdiction work through OES.  Otherwise, if local help is sought and provided without OES involvement, worker’s compensation will not be provided in cases of injury to volunteer workers.

Again, please take the time to update your information with OES so that it is current. 

     Scholarship: Scott Wungluck 

Scott reported that three students have been selected as winners of Yosemite Chapter Scholarships this year.  The scholarship amount was $500 each.  The three winners are Kate Ellis, Heather Jorgensen and Ron Ushing.
CALBO:   Becky Fraser
In response to the potential concern throughout the State of California that the Building Official position is being undervalued and in some cases altogether eliminated, CALBO wants to align with CBIA and AIA to create a strategic plan in order to educate upper management of respective jurisdictions as to the importance of this position.
HCD:  Doug Hensel 
No report.
CSLB:  Karen Nicely 

No report.
CEC:  Diana Todd,
No report 
ICC:  No report.

CHAPTER BY-LAWS: 

No report
CODE INTERPRETATION:   Mike Petersen

Mike reported that the first kick-off meeting was a great success!  It was well attended!  Thank you to all the Building Officials who supported this committee and we look forward to a sustained support.  
An IAPMO interpretation was discussed.  This interpretation requires that all restaurants, regardless of size, should meet Table 4-1 for fixture units.  This may be unnecessarily restrictive because it may require separate bathrooms for both men’s and women’s restrooms being provided with two fixtures (water closets/urinals) for the men’s and one water closet for the women’s for any restaurant over an occupant load of ten.  A unisex facility would be acceptable under footnote 16 which allows unisex facility in a restaurant with 10 or less occupants and the total number of employees in four or less.  The committee will present its interpretation to the Chapter at the next Chapter meeting.

Mike would like to have all interested members attend the next committee meeting at 10:00 a.m. at the SOS Club immediately preceding the next Chapter meeting for the development of Chapter-wide uniformity related to the interpretation of codes.  
SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

WEBSITE:
 Richard Graves
Richard has created a button on the Yosemite Chapter website entitled ‘Code Committee’ that will allow the Code Interpretation Committee to review the progress of the Code Interpretation Committee.  It is intended that perhaps through this medium that the committee will be able to receive suggestions for interpretation review from the general membership.
Mark Ellis acknowledged Richard as a great resource for the Chapter in that he has provided and continues to provide a significantly to the Chapter as its webmaster.  He has done a superb job!  Thank you Richard!

COMMUNITY PROJECT:  Rick Reid
The officers agreed to make the decision regarding funding of the community project after today’s meeting.  Al Silva was to contact Rick Reid about the decision after the meeting.
NOMINATIONS:  Dennis Wister  
 
GOLF TOURNAMENT:  Craig Tole
The concerns regarding the economy and its impact on a potential golf tournament remain.  Different ideas such as a bowling tournament to fund the scholarship awards will be discussed by Will Crew, Andrea Coley, Mike Hosier and Craig.  This committee will provide a recommendation to the Chapter at the next Chapter meeting in July. 

CHAPTER BAR-B-QUE:  Scott Wungluck
Scott Wungluck said that Saturday, August 8th will be the date for this years’ event.  It is scheduled for 2:00 p.m.  The Chapter will provide $1,000.00 to fund the event.  Scott will send out invitations and an RSVP will be required.  It was suggested that any who attend will be encouraged to bring a side dish.   
NEW BUSINESS: 

Scott Wungluck informed the Chapter that most dryer manufacturers now require rigid or semi-rigid vent connectors that connect the dryer to the built-in exhaust system dedicated for dryers.  The manufacturers have determined that the typical plastic and aluminum flex connectors contribute to a hazardous installation.  
Mike Bettencourt from Simpson Strong-Tie and Brad Wungluck from the City of Manteca each won a $25.00 gift certificate as a raffle prize.  Bill Aiken again generously provided a host of other prizes for the raffle.  Thank you, Bill!  Winners included Jim Mack, Jeff White, Rudy Sauceda,  Mark Ellis and Beck Fraser.
Old Business:  
Al Silva wanted the membership to know what happened to the collective letter-writing efforts of the Chapter addressing the Turlock City Council.  Al indicated that the letter was not perfected and that it would not be ready before the Turlock City Council would meet to formally submit their votes.  However, the committee still stands and Al reaffirmed their role in the development of such an open letter that could be used to support Building Officials throughout the region.  He reminded the committee to take advantage of the help being offered by CALBO.  It’s important to communicate to the community as a whole and not just to a council or board.
Mark Ellis expressed appreciation for all the support that has been extended to him.  He said that ‘Whatever you do in your respective jurisdictions, know that at some point it can be self-serving.  This is why the Chapter members need to support one another organizationally.  It’s important to educate our councils, League of California Cities and others.  Work with CALBO and work through legislation.”  

Open Forum:

Richard Graves reiterated that there are private companies who are installing gas or oil wells and not securing building permits for the work they are doing.  Apparently, planning and building divisions may not be working well together as some of the wells have planning permits but no building permits.  Some of the equipment is exempt but some is not.  According to Richard, there have been approximately 62,000 wells drilled in Kern County alone.  A lot of the work involves the placement of processing equipment that have hard connections to the gas lines but the equipment is simply set on skids and is not anchored in any way.  Some of these wells produce greater than one million cubic feet of gas per month.  No small operation.
Mike Hosier described a proposal for a combustible maze built within a structure for kids as part of an amusement center.  He polled the attending membership as to exiting and sprinkler concerns.  Many had questions but the majority expressed strong concerns.

Kevin Jorgensen described the current industry installation practice for PV mounts on a tile roof.  Typically, the tile is drilled or cut so that the mounting mechanism (all-thread, uni-strut etc.) is secured directly to the structural roof member through the deck material.  At the point of penetration through the tile, the void is simply caulked.  Should the penetration be flashed or can an appropriate caulk that matches the lifespan of the roofing material or roof warranty be used in lieu of flashing?  Discussion followed that the roof warranty may have been voided due to the installation of the panels.  Also, there are some caulks that are not listed to be used in such an application.  It appeared that the majority of jurisdictions are allowing the caulk. 
Announcements: 



Meeting was adjourned at 2:11 pm 

NEXT GATHERING – Thursday, July 16, 2009 at the SOS Club

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Jorgensen
Secretary for Yosemite Chapter ICC

